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From  Address  by 
President  Taft 


<^rf  LIKE  to  think,  whether  it  be  true 


or  not,  that  we  have  in  this  genera- 


v tion  reached  a somewhat  different 
view  of  the  responsibilities  of  a civilized 
nation  from  that  which  prevailed  in  the 
last  generation.  Maxims  have  come 
down  to  us  that  would  keep  us  in  a place 
of  isolation,  and,  with  politely  expressed 
hopes  for  the  welfare  of  other  people, 
leave  us  devoting  ourselves  entirely  to 
our  own  improvement.  The  Monroe 
Doctrine  has  been  utterly  at  variance 
with  this  feeling,  and  has  now  enlarged 
into  what,  I think,  we  may  call  a definite 
recognition  on  the  part  of  our  public 
men  that  we  have  a very  distinct  interest 
in  the  welfare,  and  a very  distinct  duty 
with  reference  to  the  condition,  of  the 
countries  of  this  hemisphere. 

Perhaps  my  experience  in  the  Philip- 
pines has  colored  my  view  of  the  situa- 
tion, But  I do  not  think  that  the  money 
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we  have  spent  in  that  way  has  been 
wasted.  I think  it  has  developed  our 
national  character.  It  has  broadened  us 
into  a view  of  our  national  responsi- 
bilities as  no  other  experience  could. 
Certainly  we  have  not  been  there  and 
have  not  done  the  things  we  have  done 
with  a view  to  our  business  profit,  but 
for  the  betterment  of  the  people  of  the 
Philippine  Islands. 

And  in  the  control  and  government  of 
these  Islands  I first  became  aware  of 
the  importance  of  foreign  missions. 
And,  if  I may  say  so,  I think  there  is 
a strong  analogy  between  the  spirit  that 
leads  a nation  into  what  we  have  done 
in  Cuba,  in  Santa  Domingo,  and  in  the 
Philippines,  and  that  movement  which 
I am  glad  to  see  growing  stronger  and 
stronger — the  movement  in  favor  of 
foreign  missions. 

Being  in  the  Orient,  I could  not  but 
take  an  interest  in  what  occurred  on  the 
mainland,  and  study  somewhat  the 
Chinese  question,  and  the  movements 
that  were  going  on  in  that  great  empire 
of  four  hundred  million  people.  The 
chief  movement  that  was  going  on  found 
its  inspiration  and  had  its  progress  in 
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the  foreign  missions  that  have  been  sent 
there  to  introduce  Christian  civilization 
among  that  people.  I do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that,  because  I am  convinced  of 
the  fact.  They  are  the  outposts  of 
Christian  civilization.  Each  missionary, 
with  his  house  and  his  staff,  forms  a 
nucleus  about  which  gathers  an  influence 
far  in  excess  of  the  numerical  list  of  con- 
verts. They  have  a political  influence, 
an  influence  upon  the  government  of 
China  itself,  and  upon  the  Viceroys  of 
China  that  exercise  so  much  power 
there.  The  development  of  China  to- 
day, and  her  budding  out  as  she  has, 
and  as  I hope  she  will  continue  to  do,  is 
largely  the  result  of,  first,  the  mis- 
sionary movement,  and,  then,  the  educa- 
tion in  America  and  elsewhere,  under 
the  influence  of  those  missionaries,  of 
able  young  Chinamen  who  are  anxious 
that  their  country  shall  take  the  posi- 
tion that  her  wealth,  and  her  numbers, 
and  her  possibilities,  and  her  history 
justify. 

The  same  thing  is  true,  though  I am 
not  so  familiar  with  it,  in  regard  to 
Africa.  The  men  who  take  their  lives 
in  their  hands  and  go  among  the  natives 
are  entitled  to  be  called  the  outposts  of 
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civilization.  They  have  been  criticized, 
and,  I presume,  that  is  something  that 
is  common  to  humankind.  They  have 
been  held  up  to  contempt  at  times.  I 
have  read  books;  doubtless  you  have; 
I know  one  by  a very  distinguished 
authority  who  visited  China  and  thought 
it  wise  to  poke  fun  at  what  he  called  the 
“assumed  self-sacrifice”  of  the  mis- 
sionaries in  China.  I have  not  seen  it 
rnyself.  I am  glad  to  say  that  I under- 
stand that  that  authority  has  with- 
drawn all  those  implications  and  all 
those  criticisms  of  the  men  who  were 
fighting  the  cause  of  Christian  civiliza- 
tion in  that  great  country. 

You  visit  a Chinese  mission — I mean  a 
denominational  mission  in  China  from 
this  country  or  Great  Britain — and  you 
will  find  a large  house,  you  will  find  a 
considerable  staff,  you  will  find  as  near 
comfort  as  they  can  have  in  a country 
that  does  not  know  what  Occidental 
comfort  is;  but  you  find  upon  examina- 
tion that  they  have  to  go  out  among  the 
sick,  they  have  to  pursue  their  course  of 
life  far  away  from  friends  and  homes, 
they  have  to  undergo  that  homesickness 
that  no  one  understands  until  he  has 
been  ten  thousand  miles  away  from 
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home  and  is  longing  just  to  get  the 
smoke  of  his  own  home,  dirty  as  it  is; 
longing  to  be  near  where  he  grew  up  and 
know  that  his  neighbors  are  about  him. 

The  lives  they  lead,  the  good  they  do, 
and  the  character  of  representatives  that 
they  are  of  the  highest  of  our  civiliza- 
tion, is  what  makes  it  so  important  that 
they  should  be  sent,  and  be  sent  with  all 
the  instruments  of  usefulness  possible, 
into  those  far  distant  lands. 

I do  not  like  to  reflect  upon  anybody. 
It  is  wiser  not  to  be  too  emphatic  and 
too  denunciatory,  but  I am  bound  to 
say  that  in  those  distant  lands  a great 
many  who  visit  there  for  gain  and  for 
so-called  business,  for  so-called  liveli- 
hood that  they  could  not  earn  at  home, 
are  not  representatives  of  our  best 
elements.  And  they  visit  there  for  other 
purposes  than  the  spread  of  Christian 
civilization.  . . . 

They  “take  in”  the  native  when  they 
can,  and  they  do  not  impress  the  native, 
who  has  only  them  to  judge  by,  that  the 
civilization  which  they  represent  would 
be  any  great  improvement  on  that  which 
they  have.  Now,  when  I contrast  them 
with  the  missionaries  who  go  there  only 
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for  disinterested  purposes  and  who 
spread  their  influence  throughout  the 
entire  country,  risking  their  lives  by 
going  into  parts  of  the  country  where, 
should  an  uprising^occur,  there  is  no 
adequate  protection,  it  always  makes 
me  indignant  to  hear  anybody  express 
contempt  of  those  men,  who  are  carrying 
the  banner  of  Christian  civilization  and 
putting  themselves  in  positions  where 
they  may  be  complete  sacrifices  to  the 
cause. 

I sincerely  hope  the  result  of  this 
meeting  will  give  to  the  movement  for 
foreign  missions  an  impetus  that,  with 
due  respect  to  our  clerical  brethren,  it 
cannot  have  unless  the  whole  body  of 
good  men  in  the  community  press  for  it. 
I have  spoken  of  it  solely  from  a lay- 
man's standpoint,  and  not  from  a purely 
religious  standpoint,  but  I have  spoken 
of  things  that  I think  I know,  and  am 
here  not  so  much  to  talk  as  by  my 
presence  to  express  the  deep  sympathy 
I have  in  the  movement  that  you,  I 
hope,  are  most  successfully  inaugu- 
rating. 
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From  Addr  ess  by 
Ambassador  Bryce 


WAS  greatly  struck,  gentlemen,  by 


the  wise,  weighty  words  which  were 


v.  addressed  to  you  at  the  opening 
meeting  of  this  convention  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  spoke  to 
you  upon  the  responsibility  which  the 
people  of  the  United  States  had  under- 
taken by  going  to  the  Philippine  Islands 
and  becoming  responsible  for  the  govern- 
ment of  that  country  and  the  advance- 
ment of  that  race.  And  he  spoke  of  the 
duty  which  their  political  action  there 
threw  upon  them  to  do  everything  to 
advance  the  civilization  and  the  Chris- 
tianization of  the  peoples  of  those 
Islands.  That  was  true,  and  I could  see 
by  the  way  you  received  it  that  you  felt 
it  to  be  true,  and  that  you  felt  that,  in 
God's  providence,  probably  you  are 
called  and  were  called  to  those  Islands 
in  order  that  you  might  do  your  duty  in 
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the  way  of  civilizing  and  Christianizing 
them. 

Now,  that  is  a part,  and  only  a part, 
of  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  all 
of  us  for  doing  what  we  can  for  the 
civilization  and  Christianization  of  the 
world.  It  is  most  incumbent,  perhaps, 
upon  you  in  the  United  States  and  upon 
us  in  Britain  and  Canada,  because  of  all 
the  European  races  we  are  those  which 
have  most  gone  out  into  the  world  and 
which  have  most  come  into  contact, 
partly  as  traders,  partly  as  governors, 
with  all  the  backward  peoples;  but  it 
is  a responsibility  which  belongs  to 
every  one  of  the  European  stocks,  a 
responsibility  that  they  are  all  called 
upon  to  recognize,  a responsibility  which 
we  who  are  Christians  ought  to  feel 
that  we  must  recognize  and  take  up  and 
endeavour  to  discharge. 

You  are  met  here  at  this  convention, 
and  similar  conventions  have  been  held 
and  are  being  held  over  the  breadth  and 
length  of  this  continent ; you  are  met  to 
show  that  you  feel  that  responsibility 
and  are  willing  to  take  it  up,  and  the 
responsibility  met  already  gives  us  the 
amplest  hopes  of  success. 


8 


But  what  I want  to  put  to  you  for 
three  minutes  just  now  is  the  special 
urgency  at  this  moment  of  your  en- 
deavouring to  fulfil  that  responsibility. 
I see  at  the  head  of  the  programme  of 
the  Washington  Convention  that  your 
watchword  is  the  evangelization  of 
THE  WORLD  IN  THIS  GENERATION.  Now, 
gentlemen,  why  in  this  generation?  I 
want  to  give  you  a reason  for  the  great 
urgency  of  the  question.  The  moment  in 
which  we  are  now  living  is  a critical 
moment,  or,  perhaps,  the  most  critical 
moment  there  ever  has  been  in  the 
history  of  the  non-Christian  races — 
most  significant  and  weighty  upon  their 
fate  and  their  future.  In  this  time  of 
ours  the  European  races  have  obtained 
the  control  of  nearly  the  whole  world 
and  the  influence  over  even  those  parts 
of  the  world  in  which  they  do  not  exer- 
cise political  control.  Our  material 
civilization  is  permeating  every  part  of 
the  world  and  telling  as  it  never  told 
before  upon  every  one  of  the  non- 
Christian  races.  It  is  transforming  the 
conditions  of  their  life.  They  in  their 
countries  are  being  exploited  as  never 
before,  and  means  of  transportation  are 
being  introduced  as  they  never  were 
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before  which  enable  foreigners  to  pass 
freely  among  them,  and  which  are  com- 
pletely breaking^up  and  destroying  the 
old  organization  and^civilization,  such 
as  it  was,5  that  ^existed  among  them. 
Under  this^shock,  not  only  the  material 
conditions  of  their  life,  but  also  their 
traditions  and  beliefs,  their  old  customs, 
and  everything  that  was  associated  with 
them  and  depended  upon  their  beliefs 
and  their  customs,  is  rapidly  crumbling 
away  and  disappearing.  Their  morality, 
such  as  it  was,  was  associated  with  their 
beliefs  and  traditions.  This  we  are 
destroying.  This  must  perish  under  the 
shock  and  impact  of  the  stronger 
civilization  which  we  brought  with  us. 

What  I want  to  put  to  you,  gentle- 
men, is  the  supreme  importance  at  this 
moment  of  our  doing  what  we  can  to 
fill  that  void  which  we  have  made,  to 
give  them  something  to  live  by,  instead 
of  that  by  which  they  have  lived  hereto- 
fore. Now,  when  the  old  things  are 
passing  away  from  them,  is  the  time  for 
us  to  give  them  something  new  and 
something  better  by  which  they  may 
live,  through  which  they  may  come 
again  into  a truer  progress  than  they 
ever  could  do  in  their  ancient  ways. 
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This  is  the  time  for  us  to  give  them  the 
one  supreme  gift  which  the  world  has 
ever  received  and  in  which  we  believe 
the  safety  and  future  hope  of  the  world 
lie,  a knowledge  of  the  life  and  the 
teaching  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  That 
is  what  we  are  called  upon  to  give  them. 
We  are  called  upon  now  to  seize  this 
critical  moment,  which  is  also  a favor- 
able moment,  to  provide  them  with  the 
means  and  basis  and  the  foundation  of 
life,  instead  of  that  which  had  crumbled 
from  beneath  them.  Let  Christianity 
go  to  them,  not  as  a destroying  force,  not 
as  being  the  mere  profession  of  those 
who  are  grasping  their  land  and  trying 
to  turn  to  account  their  labor;  let  it  go 
as  a beneficent  power  which  is  to  fill 
their  souls  with  new  thoughts  and  new 
hopes,  which  is  to  be  a link  between 
them  and  us,  which  is  to  be  a link  be- 
tween all  the  races  of  mankind,  of  what- 
ever blood  and  whatever  speech  and 
whatever  color,  and  which  is  to  teach 
them  that  they  are  all  the  children  of 
one  Father  in  heaven. 
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